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SI walked thro' the wilderneſs of this 

World, I laid me down to ſleep, and 
ancied myſelf travelling in the eaſtern parts 
of the world; and, at laſt, coming to the 
city of Old Babylon, where I was much a- 
muſed in viewing the curioſities of the place, 
as the tower, the wall, the gates, the ſtreets, 
the palace, the river, the images in the plain 
of Dura, Sc. J obſerved the city, and it ap- 
peared. in different views. In one part the 
people were entirely taken up in revellings, 
feaſtings, diverſions, ſplendid appearances, 
and enjoying themſelves. In the other part 
they were more reſerved, and were much 
taken üp in a demure drefs and behaviour; 
iti” the decency of their houſes and ſtreets, 
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and in the regularity of their towers and 
fortifications, Sc. but without any appear- 
ance of dangers, alarms, or moleſtations ; 
they ſeemed all entirely at eaſe. 


Howbeit, EOS 1 had almoſt fatiated my- 
ſelf with gazing on the particular ſhows, I 
thought to take a proſpect of the whole city 
together. So I walked to a riſing ground 
belonging to it, but a little retired from the 
crowd, where I ſaw a booth, which I took to 
de built on purpoſe for the conveniency of 
taking proſpects, and I went directly to it. 
And at the door I ſaw an old man, of whom 
L enquired if he had a proſpe glaſs, whereby . 
I might be favoured with a full view of that 
royal city, which I ſuppoſed to be the metro- 
polis of the world. He told me, if I pleaſed 
to take a deliberate obſervation, I might, 
perhaps, have different apprehenſions of that 
ſplendid city, than I had at preſent ; for he 
aſſured me it was ſo full of inteſtine perplesz 
ity,” cauſed by envy, malice, exceſs, and cor- 
ruption, that the inhabitants had no real 
ſatisfaction in themſelves; and it was only 
by thoſe extravagancies and amuſements 
which I had ſeen, they kept themſelves from 
perpetual diſtraction. He then fetched out 
his perſpective, and told me, if I pleas'd, he 
would ſhew me the ſituation of the place; 
whereby I might be convinced that its con- 

dition was not ſo " of nor its glory ſo ma- 
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Of the Marriage-State. 5 


jeſtick, as I imagined. S0 I took a diſtinct 
view on the ſouth-ſide, and the foundation 
of the place appeared to be built upon no- 
thing but bogs and quick-ſands, which could 
not poſſibly ſuſtain the buildings, but ere 
long they muſt inevitably ſink. I again 
took a view on the north-ſide, and I found 
the foundation was all bituminous and ſul- 
phureous matter, interſperfed with ſubter- 
raneous fire, which appeared ready in a mo- 
ment to break forth into flames. He then 
did me look to the eaſt; and I ſaw a very 
formidable army approaching the city, with 
full power and commiſſion to deſtroy it; and 


they fpread themſelves around with fury, 


like the roaring of the ſea. And there was 
a trembling upon all the hills, the rivers, 
the trees, and the fields round about; but 
all the inhabitants of the city continued in 
a ſtupefaction. . 


When I had beheld and deliberated on 
_ theſe things, it filled me with ſuch aſtoniſh- 
ment as almoſt cauſed my bowels to turn 
_ within me. Such was my diſappointment, 
and the horror that ſeized me, that I thought 
I was neither able to bear the fight, nor fly 
from it, nor ſtand my ground. And I aſked 

it Tod odge all night in that 


booth, but he told me it was not a place for _ 
lodging, nor would any perſon in his right 

mind think it ſafe to fleep fo near the city; 

but, 
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| but, if I pleas'd, I might come in and reſt 
myſelf a little. And when I entered I found 
four young men very carefully peruſing a 
map; ſeeming to' make very particular re- 
marks, and diligent obſervations, and would 
ſometimes: earneſtly enquire the old man's 
judgment, to inform them of the meaning 
of ſome things. Whereupon I enquired 
what piece it was that ſo much attracted 
their attention. They told me it was the 
map of Babylon and Canaan, with all the 
roads between the two places. And they 
having had a full proſpect of the ſame things 
which I had juſt now beheld, and being de- 
termined to leave their native country, and 
travel to the latter place, was the reaſon of 
their preſent enquiries ; and the old man be- 
ing a native of Canaan, and acquainted 
with both countries, as well as the roads 
from one to the other, they frequently ap- 
plied to him for inſtruction in things difficult. 


_ Theſe four young men appeared ſo like 
each other in their apparel, their ſpeech, and 
behaviour as well as ſome- of their features, 
that I verily took them all to be own: bro- 
- thers, and I knew not any thing to the con- 
trary, untill became acquainted with a certain 
perſon who had ſome knowledge of the pla: 
ces Wikero they were born, and bf! the regiſ- 
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ter-booke, He informed me that two of them 
were ſons of the bond- woman, but the other 
two were the ſons of the free-wöman. 


- So I obſerved them, and they all made 
preparation, with ſeeming vigorous reſolu- 
tion, for their ſuppoſed journey. And a- 
mongſt other conſultations with the old man 
(their inſtructor) they earneſtly craved his 
advice, whether it were expedient for each 
of them to take along with bim a female 
companion? Which he very chearfully en- 
couraged them to do, provided they were 
ſuch as were diſpoſed to go the ſame way, 
and had their hearts engaged to ſeek the ſame 
country along with them: but otherwiſe he 
admoniſhed them (by all means) to avoid 
ſueh companions as had no knowledge of, or 
| delight 1 in the 2 they mee to travel. 
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He pointed. out to them many difficulties 
in the way, where the company of ſtrangers 
would be of very dangerous conſequence; 
told them the need they would find of 

| ſtrengthening | and encouraging in the. Way, 
rather than hindring and diſeouraging; and 
reaſoned much upon the evil that. would at 
tend (in man reſpects) ſuch companions as 
took no Sore” in the way, and compared it 


with the advantages they might expect in 
the company of ſuch as took pleaſure, and 
Ia endeavour to animate them . 


- . 
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He further informed them in many inſtances, 
what bad effects travellers who had former- 
ly gone that way, had found from diſagree- 
able companions : And that (to prevent the 
like inconveniencies) the king of the country 
.had made a law, that none of his ſubjects 
ſhould join with ſtrangers to be companions 
in that journey, and therefore he earneſtly 
cautioned them (whatever they did) to be 
exceeding careful in their choice, 


I waited to ſee what influence this advice 
would have upon the minds of theſe young 
men. But I obſerved, that (at the firſt) 
none of them ſeemed to reliſh his counſel ; 
for they had all either contracted ſome. ac- 
quaintance with, or placed their fancy upon 
maids who were natives of Babylon, to whom 
their hearts were very inclinable, -But the 
more they appeared engaged in their affec- 
tions, the more their inſtrucor inſiſted on 
the dangers and pernicious conſequences 
which were moſt certain to attend their 
having ſuch companions: And withal told 
them, the king had appointed one to attend 
them in their journey, whoſe name was Se//- 
Denial, without whoſe company it would be 
impoſſible ever to reach the borders of Ca- 
aan; and that to chooſe a ſtranger for a 
companion, would be ſuch an inſult to him 
lat the firſt ſetting out) as might cauſe miſ- 

underſtanding all the way. For his ils 1 2 
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he told them, that to pretend to travel to 
Canaan, and chooſe a Babylontan for a com- 
panion was ſuch a contradiction, that he 
could not but very much doubt the ſince- 
rity of their hearts. For if it was poſſible 
at all for a ſincere traveller to chooſe ſuch a 
companion; (as he would not be too bold in 
his aſſertions] yet he was very certain it 
could not be, 10 long as they continued in 
the right uſe of their reaſon; and he muſt 
diſcharge his conſcience in giving them time- 
If admonition, &c. 


1 obſerved the event t of theſe conſulta- 
tions; and I found the eldeſt ſon of the bond- 
woman could not be moved by all theſe 
arguments; but reſolutely choſe one who 
was an utter ſtranger to the paths, nor had 
any delight in, or defire thereto: And when 
he had covenanted with her, ſne proved ſo 
averſe to go along with him, and ſo reluct- 
ant to his purſuing his intended journey, 
that ſhe prevailed upon him to deſiſt from 
his purpoſe. So he ſettled with her in Babylon, 
and they were both there when the city was 
es 262 and een together in the ruins. 


But the younger brother (Son of the bond- 
e took a” little more regard to the 
counſel given him, and ſeemed more heedful 
in his choice; and (in alight manner) ſought 
to get a companion _ would be willing to 

SAN | 80 
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g along with him. 80, at laſt, he met with 


one who appeared compliable to his. deſire, 
though ſhe had no knowled ge of the way, 
nor any deſire to it, only it eemed a matter 


indifferent; and, therefore, as he was in- 


clined to undertake the journey, ſhe would 
condeſcend to compliment him with her 
company. This pleaſed the young man very 
well, as he thought he. ſhould: both — 
himſelf in the choice of a companion, and 
alſo act conformable. to bis directions. But 
he did not conſider, that While her mind 
was poſſeſſed with ſuch indifferency, her 
company muſt needs be very een ; 
However, they joined hands; ;: and. ſhe, (as 
good as her word) com plimen ed n with 
her company; and thes. ſet out. both toge- 
ther, as if they would proceed 1. their 
journey. But her indifferent mind ſoon pre- 
vailed ſo as to cool his warm affections, and 
cauſed their ad vanges to be very low. E. hey 
would frequently ſit down, in the ſhade, and 
2 divert themſelves with tritles, 
and often turn aſide out of the way; which 
made their progreſs - very: ſmall. And this 


manner of loitering prevailed more and more, 


until, at laſt, they came to the low vall y, 
by the brink of the river Euphrates, here 
. turned aſide and fell aſleep z: and: while 
they ſlept there aroſe a in the river, 
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paſs the river. Here his burdens dropped 
off, and all his clogs were left behind ; he 
went on with freſh vigour and chearfulneſs 
in his countenance, as if all things were for- 
gotten, but the joy that was before him. 
But as he was taking ſome of his laſt ſteps, 
juſt ready to ſet his feet on Canaar's ſhore, 
he looked behind him, and ſaw her ſitting 
upon the ſand, and beheld the river return- 
ing with ſuch an overflow, as carried her 
along the rapid ſtream into the dead ſea. 


As for the elder brother (Son of the free- 


woman) when he had heard the inſtructions. 


and admonitions, it wrought ſome ſerious 
reflections in his mind, and made him very 


deliberate. Notwithſtanding he was a per- 


fon of a bright genius, great vivacity, and 
a fine taſte; he determined to deny himſelf; 
ſo as when he ſaw the beauty and -graceful 
mien, and heard the courteous converſation 


of the Babylonr/h maids, he would withdraw 


from them and turn away his eyes. leſt his 
heart ſhould be enſnared. However, it 
_ ſometimes fell in his way, to have converſa- 
tion with ſome who appeared very agreeable 
-and engaging, and might have ſome influ- 
ence on his affections; eſpecially one, whoſe 
perſon, birth, circumſtances, virtues and 
accompliſhments, rendered her. extremely 
agreeable, and made her appear very pro- 


miſing to make a valuable companion; info- 


C much 


18 Advantages and Diſadvantages 


much, that many of his acquaintance greatly 
encouraged him to purſue that opportunity, 
and not neglect ſo valuable a prize. This 
made him a little ſtagger (for indeed ſhe 
wanted no accompliſhment but the language 
of Canaan to make her juſt ſuch an one as 
his heart could wiſh) which cauſed him to 
reaſon in his own mind, with ſuch interro- 
gations and replies, as theſe ; 


©. Can I expect to find an object more 
deſirable, or one more likely to be a happy 
companion, and a help-meet ? 


A. She may prove ſo to a perſon who can 
be conformable to ſtay with her in Babylon; 
but as I am bound to another country, I 
might find bitterneſs in that which would 
> happineſs to another perſon. 


But have I not reaſon to hope, that a 

erſon of her refined qualities, may be in- 

dued with ſuch bleſſings as to make her a 
ſuitable companion for me in my journey ? 


A. A perſon may be accompliſhed with 
all the refinements. improvements, and ex- 
cellencies of Babylon, ſo as to appear ſupe- 
rior to many of the citizens; but if theſe 
be only the accommodations. of their own 
"OT, op can only make a gradual dif- 

_ ference 
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ference between them and the moſt abjet 
peaſants ; whereas there is neceſſarily a ſpe- 
cifical difference between a Babylonzan and 
an {ſraelite. 


2, But is it not very cenſorious to look 
upon ſuch a becoming worthy perſon, as no 
better than a meer Babylonian ? 


A. Inaſmuch as the difference is ſo great, 
that a Babylonzan cannot become a ſubject 
of the king of 1frae/, unleſs he be formed 
anew ; we cannot eſteem them any other, ſo 
long as there does not appear the ſpecifical 
features of the ſelet nation; neither the 
idiom of their language, the mien of their 
behaviour, nor yet an earneſt enquiry after 
the deſired land. For we are not to form 
our conceptions of them different from the 
deſcriptions given by the king's ſcribes. 


9. Is it not exceeding hard that I muſt 
deny myſelf an object ſo agreeable ? 


A. The king of glory denies nothing that 
is good; therefore, if it were really good, 


it would not be denied me; he only denies us 


thoſe things which he knows would be evil, 
and it is a real kindneſs to us to be denied 


them. But ſuppoſe I thought it a real 


good; is it hard that he ſhould deny me 


20 Advantages and Diſadvantages 


one favour, who has given himſelf to me, 
with all bleſſings in heaven and earth! 


What if I never find one ſo agreeable, 
who travels the happy road ? 


A. If I had the object now before me, it 
muſt entirely depend on the bleſſing of God, 
whether I ſhould have any enjoyment or 
not; and have I not more reaſon to expect 
a bleſſing in the right way, than in the 
wrong ? Beſide, as no good thing is with- 
held, nor any thing denied, but becauſe it 
is evil; whatever God is pleaſed to beſtow 
in his own way muſt be moſt agreeable. 


O; May not the valuable qualifications, 
attending this perſon, be ſo bleſſed, as to 
be a means to make me happy and uſeful 
2 * way, though ſhe walk not in it her- 
ſelf? 


A, Have I any reaſon to expect to be 
made happy by any perſon who is an utter 
ſtranger to thoſe things wherein my hap- 
pineſs conſiſts? Or can I expect to find 
__ uſefulneſs in the way, from that which can- 
not be enjoyed or obtained without going 
out of the way? beſide, whatever qualifi- 
cations ſhe is endued with, or however 
valuable accommodations ſhe is poſſeſſed of, 
+ never will be her inclination to employ 

thoſe 
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thoſe excellencies to aſſiſt others in a way 
which ſhe herſelf hath no delight in. 


©. But ſecing her diſpoſition is ſo agree- 
ably complaiſant, and her mind ſo well 
qualified with natural virtues, and decorated 
with ſo many acquired ornaments, is there 
any reaſon to doubt, but that a perſon thus 
prepared will have a taſte for learning and 
embracing the beſt things? And may I not, 
therefore, expect to be an inſtrument to en- 


gage her mind to walk the bleſſed way ? 
A. All the accompliſhments that people 


can poſſibly receive from Babylon, can never 
prepare, qualify, or diſpoſe them for travel- 
ling to Canaan; nor will it, by any 
means, induce or incline any perſon to re- 
ceive the real knowledge or love of that 
country. Therefore thoſe who are not pow- 
erfully called by the king's commandment, 
and inwardly attracted by a vital influence, 
can never be engaged by any other motive 
or perſuaſion whatſoeyer. For there is no- 
thing in the nature of a Babylonian (without 
the inchoation of new principles) that is ca- 
2 of attraction. But the more excellent 


er accompliſnments are, the more ſtrongly 


her mind will be cemented to that climate 
from which ſhe received them. And on the 
other hand, as I formerly was a Bahhlontan, 


(tho now bleſſed with new principles) the 


old 
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old tindure ſtill remains in my nature, 
| which (like ſo much tinder) is ready to 
kindle with every ſpark of Bavbyloni/h fire. 
Wherefore the greater excellencies ſhe is 
embelliſhed with, the greater influence it 
will have to draw me aſide into her paths, 
and ſo put me in perpetual danger. For of 
this, I am infallibly aſſured, that they will 
draw away one's heart. 


When he had thus reaſoned with himſelf, 
he made a full pauſe? and appeared in a 
ſtrong agitation of mind, and a paleneſs 
aroſe in his face. And I heard him ſigh, 
and ſay to himſelf, Whither has my mind 
* been roving!” and trembling, he lifted 
up his eyes to heaven, and earneſtly 
cried, © O God of all grace, deliver me 
« from temptation !”” And from that time, 
he would never regard any of the damſels 

of the city; but ſaid, he would wait till he 
ſhould find a true companion, and till then 
be would walk alone. 


So he went on his way rejoicing that he 
had eſcaped the ſnare, and carrying along 
with him this motto, The Lord is my 
portion; enjoying great ſatisfaction in his 
oven mind; ſaying to himſelf, if my king 
ſees it good for me to walk alone, I know 


be will bleſs that ſtate unto me; but if it be 


for my. good to enjoy a companion, I know 
his 
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his goodneſs will provide one for me, with- 
out my going out of the way to find one. 


But as he was thus going on his way, he 
obſerved a young virgin who was walking 
the ſame road, and he began to deſire to be 
favoured with her company, but thought it 


adviſable to be very deliberate, becauſe 


many ſeem to walk the ſame road, who only 
go part of the way, and then turn off into 
! ſome other path. Therefore he diligently 
! obſerved, whether ſhe cloſely attended to 
the right way. So he perceived her to take 
| ſomething out of her boſom, and diligently 
| peruſe it for awhile, and then put it into 
her boſom again, and purſue the ſtraight 
path ; whereupon he went up to her, and 


enquired where ſhe was bound. She told 


him ſhe was ſetting her face towards Zion. 


He aſked her, what it was ſhe had been 
peruſing ? And ſhe ſhewed him, that it was 


the map of the road which ſhe took along 
with her for her guide. He then began to 
enquire further, who ſhe was, and whence 
ſhe came ? She told him, ſhe was by birth 
a Chaldean ; by education, and converſation, 


a Babylonian; but the king of ſrael had 
ſent for her, to go forth and ſeek a better 
country. He alſo aſked, what expectations, 


or encouragement ſhe had in taking ſuch a 


journey? She told him, ſhe had the king's- 
word, to make her an inhabitant in his 


royal 
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royal palace, when ſhe arrived at the upper 
Bethel ; and to grant her ſufficient defence, 
and ſnſtenance, all the way thither. He 
aſked, if ſhe could be fully ſatisfied in the 
king's veracity ? She told him the frauds 
and jealouſies of Babylon, had made ſuch 
impreſſions upon her mind, that ſhe had 
found it very difhcult to believe him that 
could not he; but the king had condeſcended 
to give her the ſtrongeſt demonſtrations of 
his fidelity; ſo that now ſhe was convin- 
ced, ſhe had no reaſon to doubt his good- 
neſs, for he had confirmed his promiſe with 
an oath, and had given her to ſee, that in 
his own records it was ſealed with blood, 
and the counter-part he had written upon 
her breaſt, and ſealed it in characters of 
life; and hitherto, ſhe had found his word 
verified to her, in ſtrongly defending, and 
abundantly ſupplying her; fo that ſhe could 
ſet to her ſeal that it was true. Then ſhe 
alſo aſked him divers queſtions, relating to 
his travels and enjoyments, and he likewiſe 
anſwered her in a free and ſatisfactory man- 


ner; ſo that their affections began to grow 


warm towards one another. It was a very 
comfortable interview, and their minds were 
refreſhed by each other's converſation. ' ' 


And they appeared ſo agreeable one to 
another, that he began to think they might 
be pleaſant and profitable companions all the 
wo i Jo way 


* 


of” the Marriage-State, &c. 25 


way. But firſt he retired for awhile, to 
deliberate on the converſation that had paſ- 
ſed already, when the more he thought of 
her diligence in the purſuit of her journey, 
and her fixed ſatisfaction concerning the end 
of it; her underſtanding in thofe things, 
laid down in the guiding her experience in 
the way, and the delight ſhe appeared to 
take in meditating on, and converſing about 
the joys of the city of habitation, &c. the 
more he was ſatisfied that ſhe was a prince's 
daughter, travelling to the royal palace. 
And when he had lifted up his eyes to hea- 
ven, and earneſtly beſought the moſt high 
God for direction, and a bleſſing upon fur- 
ther converſation, he came again into her 


company. And after ſome further diſcourſe, 


he aſked the reaſon of her walking on her 
journey alone ? She told him ſhe found but 
few travelling the ſame road, and ſhe did 
not think it expedient to turn aſide, or ne- 
glect her way, for any company in the 
world. If ſhe met with company, ſuch as 
delighted in the ways of wiſdom, ſhe took 


leaſure therein; for by ſuch company her 
ee was refreſned, and ſhe thought herſelf 
ſtrengthened in her journey thereby; but, 


otherwiſe, ſhe choſe rather to be alone, at 


leiſure to divert himſelf in examining her 
map, viewing the ſprings by the way, with 
the fruit-trees and ſweet flowers, hearing 
the ſinging of birds, and meditating on the 
Is | 8 glories 


She told him it was not for perſons of their 


with princely qualities, 3 was at her full 
OP and * by him, it ſhould 
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glories of her prince, and the joys ſhe 


ſhould have in his preſence, Sc. ſo that 


as company was pleaſant when ſhe could 
enjoy it, the delights in the way ſupplied 
the want of company when alone. And 
upon the whole, the neither was anxious 
to have company, nor had any averſion 
againſt it; her deſire being to enjoy that 
only which might be moſt conducive to 
forward her in the right Way. 


Then he . that ſince they had 
found each W a. s converſation n 
and uſeful, it was his opinion, it might be 
for their mutual advantage to join together, 
and engage to keep company all the way. 


profeſſion to do any thing raſhly; ſhe would 
deliberate on it. So ſhe retired and proſ- 
trated herſelf before the king her father, 
telling him the matter, imploring wiſdom to 
direct, declaring herſelf willing to enjoy, or 
de denied of any thing, ſo it were according 
to his will, and might be for his honour. 
He told her ſhe had already been informed, 
and well knew, what manner of perſons 
they muſt be, with whom it would 155 ex· 
pedient for kings daughters to keep com- 
pany; therefore, if ſhe found 1 perſon 
to be one of the blood- royal, and indued 
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be eſteemed honourable. So when theſe 
two lovers met again, and had deliberately 
conſulted between themſelves all ſuck things 
as they conceived neceſſary relating to ſuch 
an engagement, and had duly eonſidered the 
king's ſtatutes thereupon, and jointly peti- 
tioned his prefence with them, and his, 
bleſſing on their undertaking ; they join- 
ed hands with great ſatisfaction and ſerenity 
of mind, rejoicing to ſee themſelves preſerved 
from ſo many fnares, and thus happily join- 
ed together by a divine hand. 


I then obſerved theſe two happy compa- 


nions, purſuing their journey; and here 1 


ſaw verified an ancient counſel (a. help- 
meet.) For they were ſincere friends, plea- 
ſant companions, faithful partners, and 
uſeful aſſiſtants, to each other. If they met 
with difficulties by the way, they would 
take each other 1 the ; hand to ſupport. 
them. In dangers they would counſel, and 
ſtand hy one another. In ſorrows, they 
would ſympathize, and comfort one another, 
F beſet; with enemies, one would watch 
while the other ſlept. If one were ſiek, the 


other would comfort with cordials. If one 


were indipoſed in mind the other would 
divert with ſome ſweet ſong, or diſcourſe. 


oncerning the pleaſant land. If one were 


at. a loſs; concerning any part of the way, 
the ether would aſſiſt in ſearching and eä 
| D2. plaining 
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plaining the directions. If one were ready 
to turn aſide, the other would caution and 
admoniſh of the danger. If one were em- 
ployed in any ſervice, the other would be 
ready to aſſiſt therein. If one found a re- 
Freſhing ſpring by the way, would call the 
other to come and drink. If one found any 
refreſhing fruit, ſweet ſpices, or delightful 
flowers, would pluck and bring to the other. 
If one heard any joyful tidings, would come 
rejoicing, and tell the other. If one had 
any pleaſant proſpects of the kingdom, would 
endeavour to ſhew them to the other. If 
one was favoured with the audience of the 
king, would alſo remember and intercede 
for the other. And if one was bleſſed with 
any ſpecial favours, the other would con- 
3 and rJoye on the Orgy Fe. 


Then I was convinced, that two are | bet- 
ter than one; and yet it is manifeſt, that 
they were no more twain ; for 1 know not 
whether to call them, two ſouls dwelling in 
done body, or one ſoul inhabiting two bodies; 
but it appeared very NET En ben} two 
were become "+, | FLO 1 7 


So I continued obſerving this united. pair 
advancing in their way, for they greatly 
contributed to help each other forward; ma- 
ny difficulties they ſurmounted.” and: many: 
rich letzung; they enjoyed, as they travelled 

in 
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in the way. At laſt they arrived at a plea. 
fant hill in view of the land of - promiſe; 
full of delights, refreſhing fruits, pure 
ſtreams, and deſirable entertainments Here 
they fat down and reſted in a delightful 
arbour, bleſſing God, and congratulating 


one another in conſideration of their enjoy- 
ments. Then they went and refreſhed 


 themſelv-s among the fruits and fountains, 
and afterwards they aſcended to a tower, 
where was a large proſpeQive glaſs, from 
whence they looked back upon Baby/on, and 
ſaw it all in flames, and the country turned 
to burning pitch. They then gave praiſe 
and glory to God, for their wonderful deli- 
verance, as well as for all the deliverances 
they had in 'the way. Then they took a 
proſpect of the land before them, and ſaw 
Feruſalem, the royal palace, the goodly 
mountain of Lebanon, the cluſters of X/þco/, 
and all the rivers flowing with milk, and 
the hills dropping down ſweet wine. Then 


they looked below to the ſtreams. of Yor dan, 


and beheld the high prieſt in his ſhiningrobes, 


waiting to carry them over. They alſo heard 


the inhabitants on the other ſide triumph- 


ins, ſinging, and ſhouting for joy. Then 
they alſo, with emulation, lifted up their 


voices in ſongs of praiſe, and tranſports of 
joy, to him that is, and that was, and that 
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| is to come; which raiſed my mind to fuch 
3 an extaſy, that I awoke, and behold it was 
a dream, THE 


But the thing was certain—and the inter- 
pretation thereof was fure. | 


Ni 
By che Av 1 H OR. 


\ HE preceding eſſay, upon the effects 
| of a well or ill- guided choice, in the 
ffair of marriage, Was firſt written and 
ſent to a young man, in a private letter of 
advice, w tis choſe to put in the form of 
a dream; repreſenting the caſe under a va- 
riety of figures, in order to convey a juſt. 
idea of the advantages and diſadvantages 
which naturally enſue. But many copies 
being diſperſed among my acquaintance 
and others, and being importuned to publiſh: 
it, I conſented, after a number of years, 
to commit it to the preſs. 5 
N Parables 
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Parables and ſimilitudes are intended as a 
N het to the mind of the reader, to ſtimulate 
his attentive enquiry into the deſigned reali- 
ty: And for theſe to be immediately ex- 
plained, before they can be deliberately read, 
makes them flat and dry, and prevents the 
uſe of the allegorical figure; as for theſe 
pages upon marriage, my firſt deſign was, 
to make the ſimilitude plain and eaſy, that 
it would naturally open itſelf to every atten- 
tive reader, without any further interpreta- 
tion. Therefore, I ſhall only add a few 
thoughts by way of ſupplement, that they 
who do not underſtand the reveries of my 
ſleep, may have a full view of my deliberate 
ſentiments when awake For, unto the 
ſame perſons, from the ſame motives, and 
with the ſame deſigns that I firſt told the 
foregoing dream fourteen years ago, I now 
write the following addreſs. 


To all thoſe that love our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in ſincerity, who being in a ſingle 
ſtate, but for ſufficient reaſons, judge it ex- 
pedient to embrace the ſtate of marriage, or 
to any individual of them, to whom my 
counſel may be acceptable, whether male or. 
female, for they are all one in Chriſt,--- Love 
to your ſouls, fervent concern for your ſpi- 
ritual comfort, and earneft defire that God 


may be glorified in your lives, are the motives” 
that excite this addreſs to you; in which my 


deſign 
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deſign ſimply is, to admoniſh you to be- 
ware of being entangled with ſuch compa- 
nions in the conjugal relation, as certainly 
will be heavy clogs, pricking thorns, and 
troubleſome briars, to retard and incommode 
your walking with God, 


If thou art born of God; to enj joy his ſpi: 
ritual preſence, and the light of his counte- 
nance, is thy ſuperlative joy, thy ultimate 
delight? If thou art a believer in Jeſus ; to 
bear his image, in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs, is the inflexible, and inceſſant. de- 
fire of thy ſoul? If thou art bleſſed with 
the indwelling of the holy ghoſt ; the glory 
of thy heavenly father is the tendereſt point 
that can touch thy heart, and the moſt pow- 
erful ſpring that moves the whole ſeries of 
thy life. Therefore, pleaſe to remember, 
that the marriage contract is the ſtrongeſt 
obligation, the cloſeſt union, and for the 
longeſt period that nature is capable of. 
And if thou ſhouldeſt chooſe a boſom compa- 
nion who is a ſtranger to thy God, will it 
not have a natural and an _unavoidable ten- 
dency to interrupt thy communion with 
the lord of life, to infect thy mind with a 
carnal diſpoſition, and be a perpetual remora | 
to thy lively and diligent purſuit of thoſeſ 
things whereby God might be gloritied ? And 
if thou art caught in a ſnare, through thine 
OWn imprudence, to make ſuch a raſh ad- 
2 venture 
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venture, may it not cauſe thee ta go ſoftly 
all thy years in the bitterneſs of thy ſoul ? 
What concord hath Chrift with Belial? What 
part hath he that believeth with an Infidel ? 


If a ſoldier, after ſwearing allegiance to 
his. king, and accepting a poſt in the army, 
ſhould contract the moſt intimate friendſhip, 
enter into the cloſeſt engagements, and unite 
all the intereſt he has in the world, with a 

| | partiſan in the enemy's camp, what would 
> | the prince think of ſuch a man? would he 
- | not be deemed an impoſtor ?---And are not 
1 | all believers the ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt ? And 
7 | all unbelievers the ſervants of ſin? — Now, 
t | for a man to profeſs himſelf a ſervant of the 
Lord, devoted to Chriſt Jeſus, to follow the 
f | lamb whitherfoeyer he goeth, and yet to 
r, | enter into ſuch a ſolemn engagement, with 
t one whoſe heart is enmity againſt God; is it 
e | not a glaring contradiction ? Is it poſſible to 
f. avoid a ſuſpicion of that man being an hy- 


1- | pocrite in heart ?--- Does not ſuch a ftep 


it | plainly diſcover, either profound ignorance, 


to imagine that a believer and an unbeliever 
th can poſſibly be comfortable companions, or 


a ſinſenſibility to the comfort of his own ſoul, 


ra land the glory of God ? Or elſe, that he is 
fſeweary. of his own profeſſion, and thinks he 
ad ſhall have a handſome excuſe to abandon it, 


neſwhen he ſhall have this to ſay, I have married 
d- ie, and therefore I cannot? 7 
E E But 
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But know, my dear friend, that in thy 
marriage choice it 1s not ſufficient for thee 
to ſhun only thoſe perſons who are openly 
prophane , for many ſober ſerious perſons 
are ſeriouſly at enmity againſt the truth, as 
it is 5 Nor yet, to avoid thoſe of 
a different ſect, or denomination; for thou 
may'ſt marry one of the ſame denomina- 
tion with thyſelf (of whatever ſect thou art) 
and ſtill find thyſelf as deſtitute of a ſpiritual 
companion, as if thou hadſt married a wor- 
ſhipper of Diana. But thou art to conſider 
the greatneſs of the enterprize, the import- 
ance of the undertaking, with the conſe- 

uences which may attend it. And remem- 
ber, that God made the woman to be an 
Helpþ-meet, and ſuch ſhe certainly is, if wiſe- 
ly choſen ; but it is impoſſible for a child of 
light to enjoy that bleſſing in a child of 
darknefs. 'Therefore, look for one that 
knows and believes in Chriſt, loves and fears 
God, whom God hath called out of darkneſs. 
into his marvellous light; theſe ought to be 
the firſt accompliſhments in thy eye.--- I do 
not ſay, that thou canſt ſearch the heart, ſo 
as to be an infallible judge, who is, or who 
is not, born of God. But ſo far as the tree 


is known by its fruit, it is thy indiſpenſible 
duty to make the moſt deliberate obſerva- 
tion; to have a ſpecial regard to the perſon's 


jrofeflion and practice, as well as to what 


e faith, love, humility, Sc. is 
manifeſt, | 
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manifeſt, And let no inducements, as the 
132 of thy own fancy, obliging thy 
riends, accommodating thyſelf in the world, 


Sc. influence thy mind to palliate a eireum- 


ſtance which thou wilt certainly find to be 
of the utmoſt conſequence to thy comfort, 
or diſcomfort, of any thing that can attend 
the matrimonial relation.---But, perhaps, 
thou wilt think me too ſanguine in my ad- 
monitions, and too ſevere in my reſtrictions, 
I ſhall, therefore, addreſs thee upon a more 
ſolid and authoritative ground, he Hord 
of God. 


That univerfal deluge of corruption, wick- 
edneſs, and violence, which brought down 
the wrath of God in a univerſal deluge of 
water, was firſt introduced through mixed 
marriages, between thoſe that profeſſed 
to fear God, and thoſe that feared him 


not. The Sons of Ged Jaw the daught ers af ” 


Men, that they were fair; and they took them 
Wroes of att which they choſe.---Many con- 
jectures, and ſome not a little extravagant, 
have. been formed concerning theſe ſons of 


God and the production of their marriages 


with the daughters of Adam. But they that 
read the hiſtory with ſimplicity and atten- 


tion, may eaſily gather the truth of the re- 


lation. In the facred language, the worthip= 


pers of the true God are diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of the world by this character, Sons . 


of God, as we find in the hook of Job, and 


E 2 frequently 
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frequently in the New Teſtament. And 
God has made a ſpecial promiſe, that they | 
ſhall be called by his name, Ho/. i. 10. But 

here it may be neceſſary to note, that the 
5th chapter of Gere/is, being a genealogy of 
the antediluvian patriarchs, and inſerted in 
this place, ſtands as a parentheſis, and does 
not break the chain in which the 4th and 
6th chapters ſtand inſeparably connected, as 
an intire hiſtory; where the former ends, 
the latter begins.---In the cloſe of the 4th | 
chapter, we have this note, Then began Men | 
to call upon the name of the Lord; not that 
the name of the Lord had never been called | 
upon before, for Mel, righteouſly, and Cain, 

hypocritically had both called on his name. | 
But, now, as the world began to increaſe, | 
and prophaneneſs to abound, it is probable, | 
that this was the time, when they that feared 
God, firſt began to ſeparate themſelves from 
the world, and (according to the light beftow- 
ed upon them) to worſhip God in ſocial com- 
munities, bearing an open teſtimony againſt | 
the prophane ; and hence obtained that cha- 
rater, the Sons of God. But the beginning 
of the 6th chapter informs us, how the de- 
fection came on, and apoſtacy took place: 
Then, from that ſtrict ſeparation, they or 

their deſcendents and proſelytes, in proceſs 
of time began to decline, and came into a 
more ſociable and faſhionable intimacy with 
| | | their 
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their neighbours; entertaining more favour- 
able opinions of their prophaneneſs ; not lock- 
ing upon the love, fear, and worſhip of God, 


as matters of ſuch conſequence, as to be a- 
wall of partition; and ſo laid aſide their 


former auſterity and reſervedneſs (with 
which, no doubt, their polite neighbours 
had often upbraided them) until the enmity 
between the ſeed of the ſerpent, and the 
ſeed of the woman, no longer appeared to 
ſubſiſt. This modiſh charity (always the 
bane of true Godlineſs) thus prevailing, and 
the friendſhip of the world being more in 
eſteem than the glory of God; by the inter- 
marriages which enſued, they came all to 
one level and the fear of God vaniſhed out 
of the earth. 


But ſome perſons conjecture, that there 
muſt be ſomething elſe in the caſe, becauſe 
it is ſaid, there were Grants in the Earth in 
thoſe Days ; but whether they were gigantick 
in ſtature, or in power and oppreſſion, I 
leave to nicer criticks ; allow them to be 
Giants in bulk, it is not certain, whether 
that proceeded from any thing unnatural in 
the generation, or was ſent as a judgement 
from God. Neither is it expreſsly ſaid, that 
theſe were the productions of thoſe mixtures; 
but it is ſaid, when the Sons of God came in 


unto the daughters of men, and they bare chil» 
Sn e deren 
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dren unto them, the ſame became mighty men, 


which were" of old, men of renown. And this 
is very eaſy to account for; for theſe chil- 
dren, having imbibed the wicked principles 


of their mothers, would naturally accommo- 


date themſelves to the prophane, and gain 
their reſpect, for the world will love its own. 
And on the other hand, it is too common 
with religious people to value perſons very 
much, merely becauſe they had devout fa- 
thers. Now theſe having ſeen the devotion 
of their fathers, might eaſily learn to mi- 
mick, and put on a form of Godlineſs, ſo as 
to gain reputation among the worſhippers of 
God. 'Thus it was eaſy for them to grow 
great, by uniting families and intereſts ; 
which has often been the caſe, and fre- 
quently is to this day, where religion is 
made a cloke to put on, or put off, as the 
time ferves. And' thus the degenerate off- 


ſpring of devout perſons, are commonly the 


authors of the greateſt miſchief.--- Abime lech 
had the reſpect of the people, becauſe he 


was the ſon of Gideon; but he was the ſon 


of an harlot, of an idolatrous city, whoſe 
wicked ways he learned, and ſo he uſurped 


the kingdom in a manner moſt treacherous 


and bloody. Aſalom was the Son of David, 


but his mother was a heathen princeſs, and 
he had learned the ways of the court of Ge- 


himſelf 
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himſelf into the affections of the people of 
Hrael; of which he ſo far availed himſelf as 


to draw the whole kingdom into rebellion 
againſt his father.---Hence I ſee nothing in 


the hiſtory of theſe antediluvians, but effects 
ariſing from natural cauſes, of which, the 
firſt given, is mixed marriages. 


After Jrael entered the promiſed land; the 
firſt thing mentioned, as the occaſion of 


their idolatry, and which laid the foundation 


of their ruin, was their intermarriages with 


the idolatrous inhabitants.--- The 2d chapter 


of the book of Fudpes, gives a general ac- 

count of their revolting Roch the Lord, and 
of his dealing with them in conſequence of 
their ſin; but when the particulars of their 
apoſtacy come to be related, this is the very 
firſt inſtance, chap. iii. 6. And they took their 
daughters to be their wives, and gave their 


daughters to their ſons, and ſerved their Gods. 


If they married their perſons, ſerving 

their Gods was certain to be the conſe- 
quences: This the Lord foretold them; 
and for this very reaſon, gave ſuch ſtrict 
prohibitions in his law. Exod. xxxiv. 15, 16. 
Left thou make a Covenant with the inhabitants 


f the land —and thou take of their daughters. 


unto thy Sons, and their daughters go a whorimg 
after their Gods, and make thy Sons go à uuhoring 
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after their Gods, Deut. vii. 3, 4. Neither 
halt thou make marriages with them: thy 
daughter thou ſhalt not give unto his Son, nor 
his daughter ſhalt thou take unto thy Son. 
For they will turn. away thy Son from following 
me, that they may ſerve other Gods. Joſh. xxin. | 
12, 13. JI ye do in any wiſe-----make marri- | 
ages with them, and go in unto them and they |: 
to you-----know for a certainty, that---=- they 
hall be ſnares and traps unto you, and ſcour- 
ges in your ſides, and thorns in your eyes, &c. 
---And that this was the inevitable conſe- 
quence, when they violated theſe ſacred 
precepts, is evident in many inſtances. 
1 Kings xi. 2, 3. Of the nations concerning 
which the Lord Jaid unto the childrett of Urael, 
ye ſhall not go in to them, neither Hall they 
come in unto you, for ſurely they will turn away 
your heart after their Gods Solomon clave 
unto theſe in Love And his wives turned 
away his heart. It is ſaid of Abab, 1 Kings 
xvi. 31. He took to vie Jezebel the daughter 
of Ethbal, King off the Zidonians, and went 
and ferved Baal, and worfhipped him. chap. 
xxi. 25. There was none like unto Ahab, 
which did ſell himſelf to work wickedneſs in 
the fight of the. Lord, whom. Jezebel his wife 
ftirred up. Yet Feho/haphat, forgetting the 
law of his God, took a daughter of Abab 
for a wife to his Son Jehoram;. who proving. 
a very wicked prince, this 1s given as a 2 
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ſon of it. 2 Kings viii. 18. For the daughter 


of Ahab was his wife, And likewiſe his 
Son Ahaziah, walking in the ſame wicked 
courſe, the reaſon given is this, 2 Cron. 
xxii. 3. For his mother was his counſellor to 


do wickedly, And the wickedneſs of the 


people, pricits, and levites, is aſcribed to 


the ſame cauſe, Ezra ix. 2. For they have 
taken of their daughters for themſelves and 


for their Sons ----=And ſee with what contri- 
tion this iniquity was confeſſed, by thoſe 


that trembled at God's commandment, Ezra # 
Ix. I0---I5, and with what zeal they oppo- 
fed this flagrant violation of God's holy law, 
Nehem. xiii. 23---28. 


But ſome will ſay the partition wall is 
now broken down, and no nation is to be 
called common, therefore, the prohibition 
is not ſo binding to chriſtians, as it was to 
Hrael.— I confeſs, in the ſight of God, 
there is no difference of nations, countries, 
or families; whether Greek, Jew, Bri- 
ton, or Hottentot; but the irreconcilable. 
ſeparation between them that are after 
the fleſh, and them that are after the 


' ſpirit (of which, the ſeparation between 
Fews and Gentiles, was but a ſhadow) 


is eternally radicated in the two feeds. 
Therefore, by ſo much as chriſtians now, 
are bleſſed with ſuperior light, the obligation 
to avoid every thing that may tend to cor- 
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rupt the ind from the ſimplicity that is 
in Chriſt, is more ſtrictly binding.----But | 
under the goſpel, the prohibition is not na- 
tional, but perſonal, 2 Cor. vi. 14. Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with Unbelievers. 
According to the Apoſtle's direction, thoſe 
that are already married to unbelievers, are, 

in conſcience, bound to fulfil their marriage 
covenant : But in his counſel to thoſe that 
are unmarried, he lays down this ſalutary 
precept, 1 Cor. vii. 29. Only in the Lord. | 


And now, my friend, if thou haſt an | 
humble regard to the word of the living God, 
I am certain, I need ſay no more; If theſe | i 
few hints which I have laid before thee, f 
may be bleſſed as a ſeaſonable monition, to 
excite thee to ſet the Lord before thy face, 
ſo as to chuſe an help-meet for thee, my end 


is anſwered; and may the bleſſing of thy 
God attend thee. Farewell. 
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